THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
On the Italian matter I will only say that the
Lateran Treaty may well prove the beginning
of a new epoch with dangers as well as advan-
tages of its own. If on the one hand the present
good relations between Church and State
endure, and on the other Italy continues to play
an assertive and perhaps aggressive part as a
Great Power, something like the Avignon
position may arise or seem to have arisen. In
the difficulties that might then ensue it is easy
to foresee that a solution might be sought in the
choice of a spiritual ruler from outside not only
Italy, but Europe, and it is hard to imagine a
finer demonstration of the Catholicity of the
Church and her diversified unity than would be
afforded by the spectacle of the throne of
St. Peter being ascended by a prelate from the
Middle West, But this, of course, is a speculative
conception.
With regard to the Latin language, the
advantages of a uniform medium are obvious,
and it is only the wholly illiterate who have
any excuse if they fail to follow in their prayer-
books the order of die Church for the Holy
Sacrifice. Moreover, as regards at least Slav
Uniates, the congregation are hardly more
likely to understand the words than Italians do
Latin. None the less, it could be wished that
outside the Mass the English language could be
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